
David E. Filippi, Program Co-Chair, is a member of Stoel Rives LLP. He prac�ces in the areas of natural 
resources, environmental and land use law. David concentrates his prac�ce on water rights and water 
quality, fish and wildlife law, and project facility si�ng and permi�ng. 

Olivier Jamin, Program Co-Chair, is an atorney at Davis Wright Tremaine LLP. He counsels clients on 
environmental, energy, land use, and li�ga�on maters. He advises on federal and state environmental 
compliance issues, as well as regulatory issues in the food and beverages industry. 

Robert Annear, PhD, PE, is the owner of Annear Water Resources, LLC. He has more than 25 years of 
experience focused on the development and calibra�on of hydrodynamic and water quality models for 
local, state and federal agencies, law firms, and clients in the water supply sectors. 

Nellie Q. Barnard is Of Counsel at Schwabe Williamson & Wyat PC. She provides legal ethics and risk 
management advice to lawyers, law firms, law students, and in-house legal departments. She also 
represents lawyers in atorney discipline maters and character and fitness proceedings. 

Phillip M. Bender is a partner at Ring Bender LLP. He represents corporate, municipal, non-profit and 
individual clients in all aspects of environmental, regulatory and strategic maters and in environmental 
and commercial li�ga�on. He advises, nego�ates and li�gates issues involving water quality. 

Amy Cordalis serves as General Counsel for the Yurok Tribe and is the first enrolled Yurok tribal member 
to hold the posi�on. Amy is dedicated to defending and advancing self-governance for her tribe and 
comes from a long line of Yuroks who have fought to defend their rights and their heritage. 

Kate Fitzpatrick serves as Execu�ve Director at Deschutes River Conservancy. She has over 16 years of 
experience at the organiza�on managing and direc�ng programs to collabora�vely restore streamflow in 
the basin. She has developed exper�se in water rights, nego�a�ons, and collabora�on. 

Dwight French is the Administrator of the Water Right Services Division at the Oregon Water Resources 
Department. The Division processes water right applica�ons, transfers, extension of �me, limited 
licenses, reviews Claims of Beneficial Use, and issues water right cer�ficates. 

Kimberly Grigsby is a Principal Water Resources Consultant with GSI Water Solu�ons, Inc. She specializes 
in water rights and water resources issues, and has in-depth knowledge of water resources policy, 
processes and procedures. Kim is an expert in conduc�ng water rights master planning efforts. 

Brent H. Hall is a Member of Hall Law, PLLC. His prac�ce focuses on Na�ve American treaty rights, 
environmental, natural resource, land use, and water rights related maters. He represents tribes in 
federal, state and tribal courts in protec�ng treaty reserved rights and resources. 

Rep. Ken Helm is the State Representa�ve for Oregon House District 34. Among his legisla�ve du�es, he 
serves as the Chair of the House Commitee on Agriculture, Land Use, and Water and as a member of 
the House Commitee on Environment and Natural Resources and the House Commitee on Judiciary. 

Geoffrey M. Hun�ngton serves as Senior Advisor for the Oregon Governor's Office of Natural Resources. 
He was previously a project manager for the Department of State Lands, was execu�ve director of the 
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board and deputy director of the OWRD. 



Jus�n T. Iverson manages the Groundwater Sec�on of the Oregon Water Resources Department. Prior to 
joining the Department in 2015, he was a water resources consultant focused on groundwater 
development and managed aquifer recharge for public and private sector clients. 

Mark J. Landauer has represented the Special Districts Associa�on of Oregon since 2008 focusing on 
water and wastewater issues. He is the Execu�ve Director of the Oregon Public Ports Associa�on and 
represents the Oregon Associa�on of Water U�li�es, among others. 

Sarah R. Liljefelt is Of Counsel at Dunn Carney LLP where she specializes in water law. Her prac�ce also 
includes real property transac�ons, service-regulated and rate-regulated water u�li�es, special districts 
and municipal en��es, environmental compliance, public lands, and administra�ve adjudica�ons. 

Merissa A. Moeller is an atorney at Stoel Rives LLP. She advises on water resources, natural resources, 
and land use maters. Her clients include individual landowners and developers, renewable energy 
facili�es, agribusiness, the �mber industry, wineries, municipal and agricultural water managers. 

Josh Newton is a partner with Best Best & Krieger LLP. He represents clients on natural resource issues in 
federal and state court li�ga�on at both the trial and appellate level. He has represented The 
Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reserva�on of Oregon for more than twenty years. 

Rep. Mark Owens represents House District 60 in the Oregon State Legislature, serving Baker, Grant, 
Harney, Malheur & parts of Lake Coun�es. He currently serves as Vice-Chair of the House Commitee on 
Water, and on the House Commitees for Educa�on, Energy and Environment, and Human Services. 

Lauren Poor serves as Director of Government Affairs for the Oregon Farm Bureau. She is responsible for 
several issues, including wildfire, wildlife taxes and transporta�on. She advocates for and with farm 
bureau members at the Capitol, in the courts and within regulatory agencies. 

Brian J. Posewitz is a staff atorney at WaterWatch of Oregon. He has been an atorney in Oregon since 
1991 and joined WaterWatch’s staff in 2015. While in private prac�ce, he handled a variety of water-
related cases for WaterWatch and private clients. He is also a former WaterWatch board member. 

Daniel M. Ray is an atorney at Rosete Law LLP in Sacramento and an enrolled member of the Choctaw 
Na�on of Oklahoma. He has special interests in li�ga�on, intergovernmental affairs, indigenous na�on 
building, environmental jus�ce, cultural resource protec�on, and land reacquisi�on. 

Steven L. Shropshire is a shareholder at Jordan Ramis PC with nearly 30 years of experience in natural 
resources and environmental law. Steve focuses much of his work on issues pertaining to water rights, 
state and federal water policy, water quality issues, and the Endangered Species Act. 

Paul S. Simmons is Execu�ve Director and Counsel for the Klamath Water User Associa�on. He is also an 
atorney in the law firm of Somach Simmons & Dunn in Sacramento, California. He specializes in the 
areas of water, natural resources and environmental law and represents clients in several states.  

Marika E. Sitz is an atorney at Jordan Ramis PC. She helps clients with all manner of water rights issues, 
navigate the Oregon water rights system, and understand water-related environmental concerns at the 
state and federal levels. She uses collabora�on to strategically approach problems and iden�fy solu�ons. 



Lindsay Thane is a shareholder at Schwabe Williamson & Wyat PC. She helps individuals and businesses 
resolve disputes and navigate permi�ng processes through strategic and substan�ve counsel on water 
rights, natural resources, and environmental issues. 

 


